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Friday, March 7, 2003 

 

«High_School»
 

 


 


 

The California state legislature (AB 1609) has directed the State Board of Education and the California Department of Education to
 
conduct a study to determine whether instruction in the California Content Standards in English/Language Arts (ELA) and
 
mathematics has been sufficient to require that students in the Class of 2004 pass the California High School Exit Exam
 
(CAHSEE) in order to receive a high school diploma.
 
Every district is being asked to participate, and your middle or high school has been selected from your district for this study. You
 
and some of your English-language arts (ELA) and mathematics teachers are being asked to fill out surveys to provide information
 
that we need to complete the study. Because each selected school represents many other schools, each response is very
 
important.
 
You will find two types of surveys in the accompanying packet. The principal survey is labeled as Part 1 and the teacher survey as
 
Part 2. You or your designated representative, such as an assistant principal for instruction or curriculum, should complete the Part
 
1 survey before distributing the Part 2 surveys to teachers.
 
The Part 1 survey (for principals)— 

� First asks you to complete a list of courses that offer initial (primary) instruction covering the California Content Standards for 
ELA and mathematics to students in either Grades 6-9 or Grades 9-12, depending on your school’s level. Again, this is 
instruction most relevant for a student to prepare to pass the CAHSEE in order to receive a high school diploma. 
(see http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/hs/ for Exam Blueprints) 
The most common courses, as listed in the CBEDS, have already been provided; note that there are separate lists 
for ELA and mathematics courses. If you offer other courses that are not listed, there is space for you to write in the 
titles of up to 10 additional courses that offer the initial instruction. High school courses that are beyond the scope of 
the CAHSEE, such as calculus or British literature, should not be included as additional courses. Note that your 
selections should be limited to 10 or fewer between the listed courses and additional entries. 

� For each initial course offered, indicate the number of sections offered during the last academic year; if you did not offer a 
particular course that is already listed, fill in the circle under N/A (not applicable). 

� Next, the Part 1 survey asks you to provide a list of remedial courses or programs that you may be using. Again, we have 
provided a list of state-adopted instructional materials or courses, and we also have provided space for you to write in any 
other remedial courses or programs that have content most closely related to the California Content Standards. Again, your 
entries should be limited to 10 or fewer. 

� For each remedial course or program offered, please indicate the number of sections offered during the last academic year; if 
you did not offer a particular course, fill in the circle under N/A (not applicable). 

� The last section concludes with several general questions. 

When you have completed the Part 1 survey, you will need to prepare a Part 2 survey for each ELA/math primary course and 
remedial course or program that you selected. 

� Write in the title of only one course, such as seventh-grade mathematics or Comprehensive English—Grade 9, in Question 1
 
of a teacher survey (Part 2). Continue doing this until all courses you selected or added in your survey have their own Part 2
 
survey.
 

� Once each course has its own Part 2 survey labeled with a course title in Question 1, you should give the survey and a cover
 
letter to a teacher who can best complete it for that particular course, such as a lead teacher or one who has the most
 
experience in teaching that course.
 

� When teachers have completed their surveys, they will return them to you. 

Please return your package by March 21, 2003 
We thank you for your time and your cooperation. Your responses are important to the overall results. 
Sincerely, 

Carolyn DeMeyer Harris, Ph.D. 

«School_Principal_1st_Name» «School_Principal_last_Name»

«School_Address» «School_Address1»
«School_City», «School_State» «School_Zip»

Dear Principal «School_Principal_last_Name»:

When all surveys have been completed and returned to you, return them to HumRRO in the enclosed FedEx envelope. All 
evaluation and related materials are conveyed at HumRRO’s expense. Instructions are included in this package. 
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January/February 2003 

Dear Middle or High School English-Language Arts or Mathematics Teacher: 

The California state legislature (AB 1609) has directed the State Board of Education and the 
California Department of Education to conduct a study to determine whether instruction in the 
California Content Standards in English/Language Arts (ELA) and mathematics has been sufficient to 
require that students in the Class of 2004 pass the California High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE) in 
order to receive a high school diploma. 

Every district is being asked to participate, and your middle or high school has been selected from 
your district for this study. Your principal and some English-language arts (ELA) and mathematics 
teachers are being asked to fill out surveys to provide information that we need to complete the study. 
Because each selected school represents many other schools, each response is very important. 

Your principal has selected you to provide information about the course or program whose title 
appears in Question 1 of your survey. (If the course or program title does not appear in Question 1, 
ask your principal to provide it. and you can write the title in.) This course or program was selected 
because it offers primary or remedial instruction in English-language arts or mathematics included in 
the California Content Standards and helps prepare students for the CAHSEE. If your principal 
mistakenly prepared a survey for a course beyond the scope of the CAHSEE, such as calculus or 
British literature, please return the uncompleted survey to him or her. 

All of your responses to the questions on this survey should relate to the course or instructional 
program identified in Question #1. Please feel free, if needed, to collaborate with other teachers or 
colleagues to complete any of the questions. Only one survey will be completed at your school to 
describe this course or program. Note that analysis and reporting will be done at the state level, not at 
the district or school level. 

Once you have completed your survey, return it to your principal, who will return all surveys to 
HumRRO. 

We thank you for your time and your cooperation. Your responses are important to the overall results. 

Sincerely, 

Carolyn DeMeyer Harris, Ph.D. 
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